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THE 

BOXALL PROFILE 

ONLINE 

A WHOLE SCHOOL 
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Nurtureuk is dedicated to 

improving the health and 

wellbeing of children and 

young people and removing 

barriers to learning by 

promoting nurture in 

education.

Our Mission
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Nurture principles
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Graduated nurture approach
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Campaigning for all schools across the UK to assess the SEMH 

needs of all their pupils using the Boxall Profile. 

The goals of the approach are:

• All children with SEMH needs will be identified. 

• Increased chances of receiving support for SEMH needs.

• Improvements in SEMH, wellbeing but also attainment and 

achievement in school.  

Whole School approach to 
assessing SEMH
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Links to …

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2


The Boxall Profile
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• Department for Education states that Boxall Profile is the 

most popular tool used by schools in the UK to measure 

wellbeing and mental health of pupils 

• Department for Education recommends Boxall Profile Online 

as an identification and measurement tool for wellbeing



NOW YOU 
SEE US
Identifying and responding to the scale of social, 
emotional and mental health needs of children in primary 
schools

Dr Florence Ruby
#NowYouSeeU
s
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Aims of the project

• Gain a better understanding of the SEMH needs of primary 
school children. 

• Evaluate the impact of a whole-school approach to 

assessing SEMH. 

Boxall Childhood Project
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92% of schools that assessed all their 

pupils would recommend other primary 

schools to do the same. 

Overall evaluation
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Developmental Strands 

measure aspects of the 

child’s cognitive, social 

and emotional 

development.

Diagnostic Profile 

measures challenging 

behaviours that prevent 

successful social and 

academic performance.

The Boxall Profile
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The Diagnostic Profile
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The Diagnostic Profile
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WHY A 

WHOLE 

SCHOOL 

APPROACH? 
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Example of Boxall Profile

overview
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• have a secure understanding of how a range 
of factors can inhibit pupils’ ability to learn, 
and how best to overcome these 

• demonstrate an awareness of the physical, 
social and intellectual development of 
children, and know how to adapt teaching 
to support pupils’ education at different 
stages of development 

BPO Teachers Standards 
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nurtureuk 2020 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/66

5522/Teachers_standard_information.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/665522/Teachers_standard_information.pdf
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The whole-school approach to assessing SEMH allowed 

schools to: 

• Identify all pupils with SEMH needs, and revealed hidden 

needs that staff had not identified before. 

• Better understanding of the needs of individual children, 

whole class and the whole school.

For senior leaders
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Changes in the SEMH support provided by schools: 

• More children with SEMH needs accessing support tailored 

to their needs.

• New interventions brought in. 

• Delivering interventions in a more

effective way. 

• Changes to the curriculum.

• Whole-school programmes.

“If you don’t 

do anything 

with the data, 

the data will 

stay the 

same.”

For senior leaders
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• Assessing all pupils in their class required time and 

commitment, taking time away for other responsibilities. 

• Positive outcomes: 

o Better understanding of children’s needs. 

o Better understanding of relation between SEMH, 

behaviour and learning. 

o Increased sense of responsibility to support SEMH 

needs. 

o Changes in teaching approaches to better support 

children’s SEMH in class.

For teaching staff

This publication is the copyright of 
nurtureuk 2020 



25

School A

Screened Reception then building then year on year.

Plus vulnerable /SEND pupils in other year groups.

School B   

Reception and those pupils not making progress in English

and Maths in other year groups.

School C  

Reception plus the year group/ class giving most concern. 

Options introducing the 
Boxall Profile across a school
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School D 
A year group then from Reception the following year

School E

Reception and Pupil Premium pupils

School F

Whole school by October half term with release time

Bespoke to your school
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School A 
For identified  Y6 pupils from feeder schools to support 
transition and placement in nurture provisions /groups 

School B

Transition tool for all Y6 pupils from feeder primary 
schools to provide a baseline on entry and  selected 
pupils in other year group 

School C 

A specific year group not making progress 

Bespoke to your school
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Secondary Schools 



How will activate 

your subscription?
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Stay in touch www.nurtureuk.org

@nurtureuktweets

Page - /nurtureuk

Group - /nurtureuk

/nurtureuk
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Stay in touch

Jeni Barnacle 
Head of Executive Projects & 

Business Development 

jeni@nurtureuk.org

Mobile: 07394610684
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